
Homily for thirteenth Sunday of year, June 26, 2022 

“No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God. (Lk. 9:62)” 

In 1954, the year of my birth, Doctor Roger Bannister, an Englishman, became the first runner to run the mile race in 

under four minutes. It was an outstanding achievement, and duly celebrated by the international media. 

A short time later, another runner, John Landry of Australia, broke the four minute mark as well. 

This set the stage for a dream race: Bannister versus Landry. 

In the ballyhooed race, Landry took the lead and led throughout the race. As the two runners headed down the final 

stretch, Landry made a crucial error. For a brief moment, he turned his head to see how close Bannister was. Bannister, 

who was a step off the pace, seized the opportunity and darted past Landry to win the race.  

Landry later came to regret his error in judgment. By looking back, he lost the lead he trained so hard to achieve. And to 

think it was only a matter of seconds! But in a bad decision can prove to be the difference. 

Jesus never looked back. He had no second thoughts. He was decisive, and showed no hesitation. We read in today’s 

gospel, “He was resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem. (Lk. 9:51)” 

Three men present themselves to Jesus with their wish to follow him. The Evangelist Luke focuses all attention on the 

responses of Jesus. 

The call to discipleship demands immediate and total commitment. Those who follow Him must do so unconditionally. 

His Divine call admits of no delay. 

In view of the gospel reading, we may wish to ascertain if, at any time, we may have impeded the one Called by God to 

render an important service to the Church, such as the priesthood or religious life.  

Earlier this week, June twenty-second, the Church honored the memory of a sixteenth century Jesuit, Aloysius Gonzaga, 

who died at the early age of twenty-three. His father disapproved of his decision to enter religious life. He wanted him 

to be a soldier. He did everything possible to discourage his son to follow his God given vocation.  

The young Aloysius persevered. He died ministering to those who contracted the deadly plague, which decimated large 

parts of Europe. 

And consider those who discourage others from obeying the commandments or accepting in faith the moral teachings of 

the church. We can be obstacles. 

Bear in mind that we are called to follow Jesus. He leads us. There is no reason whatsoever of looking behind us. Jesus is 

the “way”. By turning our heads we may make the mistake of leading others down the wrong path. 

 The great temptation would be to turn one’s head and lose sight of the prize that awaits us at the finish line. 

The words of Jesus are addressed to each one of us: “Follow me”. Let our response be, ”I will follow you, Lord, wherever 

you choose to lead me. Amen.” 

 


